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Roman alliance came right up to the territory of the Messa-
pians in Apulia and of the Samnite tribes in Bruttium and
, Lucania—up to the last refuge of freedom in Italy and the
Immediate neighbours of the Greek cities. These tribes saw
as clearly as the Greeks that their turn had come now and
that they must either submit to Rome or fight her. The
former course was chosen by Thurii, the latter by Tarentum.
In 281 b. c., in alliance with the Lucanians, Bruttians, and
Messapians, Tarentum began war against Rome. But the
allies, conscious of their military weakness, in 280 sum-
moned to their aid Pyrrhus, king of Epirus, a skilful com-
mander and ambitious statesman who played a conspicuous
part in the history of the Greek world after the death of
Alexander. Like so many of his contemporaries, the successors
of Alexander the Great, he dreamed of restoring the mighty
monarchy of Alexander; and, in order to realize this object,
his first task was to seize Macedonia, which had passed from
hand to hand after the death of the conqueror. But the
strength of Epirus proved insufficient for this ambitious
project, and Pyrrhus suffered failure after failure in his Greek
policy.
Hence the proposal of Tarentum that he should undertake
the supreme command in the contest with the Romans was
readily accepted by him. He hoped to rally the Italian and
Sicilian Greeks under his banner and so to do in the West
what Alexander had done in the East—to create a powerful
Greek Empire that could master Rome and Carthage and
' lead all the armed forces of the West to conquer the East.
But it was fated that this dream should never be realized.
Tarentum and the Italian Greeks were not strong enough to
inflict a decisive blow upon Rome. / In spite of two successful
battles in 280 and 279 b. c., Pyrrhus was unable to establish
himself in Italy. His attempt to secure a base in Sicily
ended in failure also : he won victories against Carthage, but
the separatism of the Greek cities proved fatal to his plans.
In the end, after fighting and losing a third battle against
the Romans in 275 b. c., he was forced to abandon Italy and
leave Tarentum to her fate. Thus Rome had completed her
task of uniting Italy. The Lucanians and Bruttians alone
kept their freedom for a time: the rest of Samnium finally
submitted to Rome and was deprived of the best part of its
territory. The submission of the Gauls in north Italy was

